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| NEIL HE Author's eff u in publiſhing the 


ee diſcourſe is not to offer any 


<0. th ing new or uncommon #9 the Publick ; 


but to engage the thoughts of thoſe 1000 
deſire to know and prattiſe the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, to one of the moſt important points of Chriſ- 


tian Doctrine, vis. The nature and neceſſity of 
our being renewed i in the ſpirit and temper of our 
minds, and in 7he courſe 89 our lives and con- 


werſation, | 5 


77 any one Noni 22 the truth fu what 3 75 4 5 


livered in the Sermon, he is, in the firſt place, 
 bumbly defired to ſearch the Scriptures, (like rhe 
noble Bereans,) and ſee whether this is the dac- 
 trine they contain, or not. And if be wants 7 

Have the defrine more fully explained, let him 


conſult theſe truly valuable treatiſes : The Rev. 
Mr. Walker's © Chriſtian, being a Cour ſe of prac- 


tical Sermons,” * Mr. Fawcett's © Grand In- 
guiry, am I in Chriſt or not? explained and re- 


commended, in order to help any man to know tbe 


ate of his own foul ,”? + and Dr. Doddridge's 


i Practical Dijcourſes on Regeneration, in Ten 


. ns | Sermons. 90 Il | 


* Printed for 1 Dilly, at the Roſe and 8 in th 
Poultry, London; and Barnabas Thorn, at Exeter, pr. 3 8. 
+ Printed by J. Eddowes and 3. Cotton, in Salop ; and ſold "e# 

J. Bockland, at the Buck 1 in Pater. noſter- Wee F 


1 Printed 


: wy * 
— . - 
P = 


Sermons, ws } If theſe do not oferd bim fi PEW 
Jatisafction, he may read, if he has opportunity, 
the prous Biſhop Beveridge” s ſermon on the ſame 
text: The learned Dr, Hammond's on Gal. vi, 1 5. 
The ingenious Biſhop Sherlock's on Col. iii. 1. 


The ſpiritual Dr. Evans's (in his « Chriſtian 

: Temper” ) on Epheſ. iv. 23. And the two firſt 
chapters of the devout Mr, Law's Practical 
Treatiſe upon Chriſtian Perfection: & In which 
be a vill ſee the ſame doctrine which is contained in 
this ſermon more particularly and fully taught and 


_ znfiſted on, though perhaps, in other terms and ex- 
Preſſions. And happy will the Author think him- 


ſelf, if be may, in any meaſure contribute, by the 
publication of this, to make thoſe writings, (eſpe- 


8 crally the former) more attended 70 and regarded. 


He would only add, That be intreats his reader 
to lay afide as much as may be, all prejudice; and 
from his heart to pray to God, in the words of our © 
excellent Liturgy, *© That it may pleaſe bim to 
bring into the way of Truth, all a0 as have erred 
and are deceived :” More eſpecially for the 
good eſtate of the C atholick Church ; that it may be , 
| fo guided and governed by his good Spirit, that al! 
200 profeſs and call themſelves CHRISTIANS, 
may be led into the way of TRUTH, and bold the 
faith in unity of Spirit, in the bond Us Peace, and 


in righteouſneſs of Life.” 


| Printed for ]. Rivington and ]. Flotclier, at the Oxford- - 
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2 Cor. V. 17. 


P oy Men be in Chr iſt, he e is a new 


Creature. 


ORE weak bir a griert to every thinking forious | - 


& perſon to obſerve, how the generality 


00 of thoſe, who call themſelves Chriſtians, | 


deceive their Souls by falſe notions and 


: apprehenſions of the Religion they profeſs. How 
many notorious profane finners have we, who 
yet look upon themſelves as Chriſtians, and 
imagine they are religious; tho' not, they will 


confeſs, ſo much as they ought to be. Others 


| we have, who reſt ſatisfied in the outward ap- 


pearance gt a religious formality ; ; and are 1n 


reality but Chriſtians in name, While the reſt 
among us, who pretend in a more real manner 
to be profeſſors and followers of Chriſt, are yet 
ſome of us but almoſt-Chriſtians ; and the re- 


mainder, who are Chriſtians indeed, do all ſtand 


} 5 


1 


in need of quickning and eng The Apoſ- 
tle has determined the matter, and ſet it to 
rights, when he ſays, IJ any man be in Chriſt, he 
7s a new creature, So that the due conſideration 
and application of his words will ſhew us what 
_ Chriſtianity is; and who are, and who are not 
true Chriſtians.” They are adapted to ſtrengthen 
the true ones, and undeceive the formal profeſ- 
ſor; and to ew both him and the profane ſinner, 
that they have no part or lot in real Chriſtianity. 


May the Lord enable me to open and ſpeak upon 


theſe words in ſuch a manner as that theſe effects 
may be produced; and all of us be ſet right and 
— forward in the true ſpirit and life of practical 
Chbriſtianity. May he give you the hearing bar, 
and the underſtanding heart, to take in and re- 
ceive what ſhall be ſaid, while, under the bleſſed 
influences of his holy Spirit, 1 am diſcourſing 
upon the words read, in the following manner. 
Pin, In opening to you the nature and man- 
ner of being in Chriſt. Secondly, In deſcribing 
the new creature. * he conſideration and appli- 
cation of theſe two points in the text, will be 
followed, by way of concluſion, with an addreſs 
to you, according to your different profeſſions 


of Chriſtianity, 


I am, in the firſt place, to open to you the 
nature and manner of being in Chriſt. 95 
| Every Chriſtian, who can be ent d truly to 
the name, muſt of neceſſity be in Chriſt ; be- 
_ cauſe he is naturally, and before converſion, out 
of Chirſt, St. Paul deſcribes the uncon verted . 
to be without Chriſt, Epheſ. ii. 12. That is, 
without any knowledge of, relation to, intereſt 
ö —— e , 
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in, or communion with him, as their Saviour. 
The being without Chriſt is being without Sal- 
vation: For there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, If 
the ſinner is {aved, he muſt become one that is 
in Chriſt : That is, he muſt come as a loſt 
convinced ſinner to Chriſt for ſalvation ; and by 
faith in him, as his Saviour in particular, be 
Joined to him; have relation to, and commu- 
nion with him; and be ſo far intereſted in his 
merits, and partake of his Spirit, as to be one 
with Chriſt, and Chriſt with him; he in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt in him: Then the ſinner becomes a 
true Convert and real Chriſtian. This conſide- 
5 ration leads us to ſhew, more particularly, how 
+ this work is wrought by the operations of the 
1 Spirit. The nature and manner of being in 
Chriſt will appear from deſcribing the workings 
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_ of the Spirit, on the foul of a ſinner, in bring- 

ing him from being without Chriſt to be in | 

„ : Chriſt, | 
I ̃hbe unconverted perſon is firſt reli with 
| an uncommon concern about the ſalvation of hies 
Wl ſoul, From being thoughtleſs about ſpiritual 
4 things he becomes ſerious and ſober-minded; g 
1 he looks into and examines the ſituation of his f 
1 ſpiritual and eternal intereſts; and finds, upon a f 
5 a cloſe examination, what be over-look' d beſore. 
1 that he is altogether : a inner. This is the firſt y 
p diſcovery the Spirit of God makes to the perſon f 

| wrought upon. It is the Spirit's office to fe- 
. prove (or as it is in the margin of the great Bible) | 
5 to convince the world of fin. John xvi. 8. This 
- conviction of fin 1 is the firſt ſtep towards being 1 In-:-- 
. ff.. 
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Chriſt. By means of God's word, his Spirit ſits 
before the ſinners eyes, that by the oftence of 
his firſt parents he is made a ſinner; that judg- 
ment is come upon his ſoul to condemnation ; „ 
and that he is dead in Adam. Rom. v.. 12. He : 
ſees now that he was ſhapen in iniquity, and that 
in fin did his mother conceive him. P/. li. 5. 
And as no one can bring a clean thing out of an 
_ unclean, therefore he ſpiritually diſcerns, that in 
him, (that is in his fleſh) dwelleth no good 
thing. Rom. vii. 18. and that every imagination 


of the thoughts of his heart can only be evil con- 


tinually. Ger. vi. 5. He looks too into the whole 
preceeding ſtate of his heart and life, and finds 


his experience verifying this diſcovery. This 


ſimful corrupted nature, and the perſonal offences 
which proceed from it, are ſet before the ſinners 
eyes, as what God hates with a perfect hatred, 
and what kis juſtice muſt puniſh with everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment, He now ſees himſelf in a com- 
pletely loſt ſtate by fin ; his heart is broken, and 
his foul is weary and heavy-laden with the bur- 
den of his guilt and miſery, As the Spirit car- 
ries on this converting work in the ſoul, he con- 
vinces the ſinner alſo of righteouſneſs This is 
his office as well as to convinceof fin. Jh xvi. 8. 
He ſhews the finner that he has no righte- 
douſneſs of his own; and therefore leads him to, 
and ſhews him the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; at- 
cut which his ſcul is defiled, and, in the divine 
eye, loathſome by fin ; and in which it is pre- 
ſented pure and er before God. Thus 
the Spirit takes of the things of Chriſt, and ſhews 
15 them to the Conv inced, condemned, loſt ſinner. 


By 


By faith in Chriſt, the Spirit brings the ſoul to 
_ partake of Salvation in him, his obedience and 
ſufferings ; by his intereſt in which the ſinner 


can ſtand before God, not afraid of the demands 
e perfect law; which otherwiſe condemns 
him in requiring a perfect unſinning obedience, 
which he can of himſelf never pay. "The threat 
nings and condemnation of the law being ſtopped 
and done away by the Goſpel-Record which he 
has received, the ſinner receives comfort in his 
burdened ſoul : He has f Joy and peace in believ- 
ing that he is in Chriſt; that he is now reconciled 


to God through Chriſt Jeſus; has an intereſt in 


his merits; partakes of his Salvation; and is in 
him, a true converted Chriſtian. Such a one 
may now be looked upon, by this workmanſhip 
of God in his ſoul, as one created in Chriſt 
Jeſus : He may therefore be deſcribed as the new 
creature. But let us, before we enter upon that 


| deſcription, apply what has been ſaid. 


This, which I have declared, is the uſual 


manner of God's convincing and converting 


Spirit upon the ſoul of the ſinner, when he is 
made to be in Chriſt. My brethren, do you 
know this by your own experience? Have you 
reſpectively found this work of God upon your 


ſouls? Have you found yourſelves deeply impreſ- 


ſed about the ſalvation of them? Has the Spirit of 
God convinced you of ſin? Has it been ſet be- 
fore your eyes, that by reaſon of your original 
fin, and your perſonal tranſgreſſions, you are 
1 ſentence of, and juſtly deſerve. ng] pu- 
niſhment? Senſible of your miſery and helpleſs- 


neſs without Chriſt, have you, as loſt finners, 


been br ought to him; and have you found your- 
lelves 


10 


ſelves in him? Can you ſpiritually diſcern that 
you have an intereſt. in, and partake of his Salva- 
tion, in the Goſpel ? And can you ſhew that you 
are his, by his Spirit becoming yours; and that 
you are his faithful ſervants, by giving up your 
lives and converſation to him, in all holy obe- 
dience? This is the way of our ſeeing our miſery 
_ without, and our happineſs in Chriſt. And if 
this work of God has been wrought in your 
ſouls, you cannot but be very ſenſible of it; and 
find yourſelves, in ſome meaſure, to be, each of 
you, the new creature, You will ſee more into 
this caſe from the deſcription of the new crea. 
ture. Let it engage your attention therefore 1 in 
doing along with me to the 
Second thing to be done, in order of diſcourſe; 3 


5 namely, to deſcribe the new creature. IF If any 


man be 2 Chriſt he is a new creature. 
A Chriſtian muſt undoubtedly be a new crea- 
ture ; becauſe by his Fall into fin, he has loſt 
that i image of God he was at firſt created in; 
and in which he was to, and in which alone he 
can glorify his Creator. Naturally, and before 
converſion he is not God's creature. Spiritually 
| therefore, by and in converſion, he is created 
again; and in Chriſt is a new creature; made 
for, and given to God again, for his glory and 
ſervice. What then is his ſeripture character 
and deſcription 7. | 
Ihe Apoſtle deſcribes the character of the 
neu creature in the latter part of the verſe of ©. 8 
text; where he ſays, Old things are paſt away ; 
behold, all things are become nero. In the new- 
created Chriſtian there is a thorough change 


made 


THY. 


made not in body, but in ſoul. Old things are 
are paſt away, Old ways of thinking and liv- 


ing 


g, old inclinations of the mind, old apprehen- 
ſions of things, diſpsſitions, affections, principles 


and practices: Theſe old things, which were in 
him, while unregenerate, are now all vaniſhed 
away, and all things are become new. He has 
a new underſtanding, new opinions, new inclina- 
tions, will, judgment, purſuits, hopes and fears, con- 
verſation and life. He has, as yet no new body 3 
the rene wal is in his ſoul: There he has a new prin- 


ciple of lite, a ſpiritual principle, ſpiritual affec- 


tions; and a ſpiritual practice follows correſpon- 
dent thereto. He is quite another thing to what 
| he was before; and as much a different perſon 
from his "RG ſelf, as light is different from 
darkneſs, There is, one may ſay, a thorough 
and compleat change made, not merely in an 
_ outward reformation, but in nature, in heart, 
in life. There has been an inward workman- . 
ſhip of God upon his heart and ſoul, and not 
merely a change made by himſelf in outward 
carriage and deportment. There is a new crea- 
tion made throughout his whole ſpiritual exiſt- 
ence; a converſion from nothing to ſomething ; 
and an advancement from ſomething to every 
— & All things are become new *, Look at 


him 


* Ia any man bei in ; Chrift, he is a new creature : Old ine are 
paſt away ; bebold, all things are become new.) As if the Apoſtle 


had aid, If any amongſt you pretend to be a Chriſtian _ 
indeed, engrafted into Chriſt by baptiſm and regeneration, and 


is a member of his body, he is by regeneration made a new 


man: All the faculties of his ſoul are renewed, his principles, 


affections, and practices, are all new; Old things are patle., r 
pail ng away ward ; the old carnal inclinations of mind are 
wearing i 


—— es oy es 


* 
1 


and in a word, whatever was ol and carnal, is now become .. 


| 5 troduces the life of God, and produces the neareſt likeneſs to 


2D efficient cauſe of them. Learn, That God is the original aus 


[2] 
bim in his way of life, and manner of having” 3 
his converſation in the world, and you will ſee 


mY 


wearing off, the old will i is 1 ed, the old life i is reformed ; 


new and ſpiritual. Behold, all things are become new ; new af- 
fections, new inclinations, new diſpoſitions, a new courſe, and 
a new converſation. Nothing is new phyſically ; he is the ſame 
_ perſon, he has the ſame faculties : But all things are new quali- 
tively ; he is renewed in the ſpirit of his mind. Learn hence, 
(.) Thar all ſuch as call themſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
and own themſelves to be his followers, are and ought to be 
new creatures. This implies a real and inward, a thorough 
and prevailing change both in heart and life; not a civil change, 
barely from prophaneneſs to ſobriety ; not a ſudden change, only 
under ſome great affliction or awakening providence; not a 
change from one ſect or party of profeſſors to another: But the 
change of the new creature conſiſts in a new mind, a new will, a 
new judgment, new affections, a new converſation ; not in a 
new form and profeſſion: The change of the new creature in- 


, , _— $ bs LY 
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_ God. Learn, (2.) That this new creation, wrought in a man 
by the Word and Spirit of God, is an indubitable evidence of 
Bis intereſt 1 in Chriſt, and title to Salvation; for where the new 
Xxoature is, there all the ſaving graces of the Spirit are, as a 

Mage and an earneſt of glory and happineſs. And all things 
e God — That is, all thoſe things fore- mentioned belonging | 

his new Spiritual Creation, are of God, as the author and 


"thorgof the new creature, and of all things belonging thereunto, 
his appears partly from the nature of the work, tis a new 
ein ;- and partly from the objects of this work, the perſons 
ug t upon. They are averſe from God, in enmity to him. 
x&bellion againſt him, dead in ſin, under the dominion of 
„Well therefore might the A ſay, All things are « of 
VR KITT. 
ee the doctrine of Chriſt hath its full effect, and „ 
Work, it makes a mighty change both in their inward prin- 2 
ble. and outward practice; it darts a new light into their © 
minds, fo that they ſee things otherwiſe than they did before; 
and form a different judgment of things from what they did — 
- before : It indues them with a new principle, and new reſolu- ; 
tions; gives them another ſpirit, and another temper, a quite 
different ſenſe and guſt of things from what they h bad, 
And this inward change of their minds, neceſſarily produceth a 
ee change ! in their lives and converſation : So that 


the | 


E 88 


how the new creature in Chriſt evidences his 
ſpiritual change and converſion, Watch his ge- 
neral behaviour, and you will ſee him thought- 
ful and ſerious. Trace him into his privaces, 
and you will obſerve him mourning over and la- 
mmeenting his fallen nature; and humbling him 
| ſelf before God as a moſt vile and miſerable fin- 
ner; a character this which now he ſees truly 
5 belongs to himſelf, but which before he was 
unacquainted with, or proudly denied and diſ- 
owned. You will obſerve him frequently retir- 
ing to converſe with God and himſelf, In theſe 
_ retired hours he finds a life hid with Chriſt in 
God. He chooſes ſelf- reflection and ſelf-know- 
ledge; ; that he may humble himſelf before Gd 
asa f; inner, and yet enjoy communion with him 
as a Believer ; as one of God's family, his chil- 
dren; in love and fellowſhip one with another; 
with the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. The 
world looks upon the new creature, and his life, 
as one melancholy, dull, and mad: But he has 5 
a peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding; 
and joys which a ſtranger intermeddleth not 
. Wa And this, which i is fooliſhaeſs to the « one, 


; the n man ſteers quite another att acts hs another rate, and Po 
drives on quite other deſigns from what he did before. — This 


change is affected and wrought by a Divine Power of the ſame 


5 kind with that, which created the world, and raiſed up Chriſt 


Jeſus from the dead; two great and glorious inſtances of tHe 


| Divine Power. And to theſe the Scripture frequently alluges, 
when it ſpeak cs of the new creation. 2. Cor. iv. 6. Rom. vi. 4. 


Epheſ. i. 19, 20. So that our renovation, and being made new © 


S 


creatures, is an inſtance of the ſame glorious power, which ex- 


erted itſelf in the firſt creation of things; and in the reſurrec- 


tion of our Lord Teſus Chriſt from the dead; but not altogether 
after the lame manner. Arche iſp T1iLOTSON on Gal. vi. 15, 
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| js to the other the higheſt wiſdom. But the new 
creature does not entirely ſhut himſelf up ** 
the world: He is 27 it, though not of it: 
| complies not with the vain and corrupt ways = 
the world; becauſe, being a diſciple of Chriſt, 
be is choſen out of it, John xv. 19. But he 
muſt converſe with the world: And where he 
does, for the ſake of converſation, you will find 
him giving it a ſpiritual turn, where he can; 
and where he cannot, he is rather ſilent; or he 
retires. That worldly converſation which he 
delighted. in before, he hates now: And that 
ſpiritual diſcourſe on religion which before he 
hated, now he loves. He is a new creature; and 
therefore this muſt be the caſe, to hate now what 1 
he loved before, and to love what he hated. If 
it was not ſo, old things would not be paſſed, _ 
nor all things become new, This diflike of 
_ worldly, and love of religious converſation, makes 
the Chriſtian have new friends and acquaintance, | 
His delight is with the ſaints that are in the 
__ earth, and ſuch as excel in virtue. It is not poſ- 
ſible for his renewed Spirit to take delight in 
thoſe wordly companions he had ſociety with 
before his converſion : Theſe, as to familiarity 
and fellowſhip with them, he has turned oft; 
and taken in thoſe new friends in Chriſtianity, 
who have experienced a like change with him- 


ſelf. Theſe new creatures he loves, being him- 


ſelf one; and, after the example of his great Lord 
and Maſter, he prefers the ſociety of theſe his 
new - created diſciples before that of his own car- _ 

| nal relations. Mat. XU 4. You will ſee 

too, 


7 


too, that as the converted Chriſtian has new en- 


tertainment in the converſation of religious friends, 


ſo he finds the like in religious books. Thoſe | 
ſpiritual treatiſes, which before he ſaw no beauty 
in, and which he looked upon with a formal 
| Ccoldneſs or a hearty diſlike, he now reaps freſh 
benefit from, and feeds upon them, as the ne- 
ceſſary and pleaſant food for his foul. But above 
all, the precious Book of God is his peculiar 
ſtudy and delight. His Bible is a new book to 
him; as he is a new reader to his Bible. He 
fees now what he overlooked before; and under- 
ſtands what he was once quite ignorant of. He 
admires at the new ſpiritual diſcoveries he is 
daily making out of his new Pocket- -Companion | 
to Heaven; and bleſſes the Lord for opening his 
eyes to behold the wonderous things out of his 
Law. Ol how I love thy Law, he cries, all 
tlie day long is my ſtudy in it. This Book of 
God is the rule and guide of be daily walk: By 
this he governs all his actions and employ ments „ 
that they may tend to the glory of the Author 
of it. And if you look into the Chriſtian's uſe 


of the world, you will ſc2 that he will make his 5 


common ordinar y Ways {ubſervient to ſome ſpi- 
ritval good, You will ſee his religion not only,“ 
in times and places of wor hip, but alſo in his- 
common life and daily employ ents, He will 
be ſeen very obſervant and punctual in his forms 
of devotion, both in publicle and private, in 
God's Houſe | and his OWN : But then you will 
obſer ve his religion does not terminate there; 
yo Will lee the ſpirit of his prayers carried into 
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his common life. He will not pray one thing, 


and live another ; but as he prays, he lives. He 
| breaths out his life to God, as well as his words 
in prayer. There is an harmony between his 
tongue and his heart, and what one expreſſes, 
the other puts forth into action. In ſhort, he 
lives like himſelf, a new creature in Chriſt: And 

following the ſteps of his bleſſed Maſter, he 

does, whatſoever he does, whether he eats or 47 nls, 
he does all, as the Apoſtle enjoins, to the glory of 
God, 1 Cor. x. 31. 


Let this ſuffice for a brief, general deſcription 


of the new creature's F195. Of him, who 


from being in the moſt miſerable ſituation with- 
cut Chriſt, is brought into the moſt happy one 
of being in Chriſt : Of him, who is tranſplanted 


from the kingdom of darkneſs into the kingdom - 
of light; who is a fruitful branch in the true 


vine; who is in Chriſt a new creature. 
And now, my friends, do you think, that 

this character of the Chriſtian belongs to each of 

you that have heard it? Have you reaſon ſuf- 


\ ficient to think, that you have heard yourſelf 


deſcribed.? klare you good grounds of believing 
that you are, each of you, in Chriſt this new 


7 hare ? Examine yourſelves whether you be thus 
= be faith, lays the Apoſtle, prove your oꝛon 


"Pikes. 2 Cor. x11. 8. Apply the character de- 
ſcribed to yourfelf, and you will ſee how it is 


with yon; unleſs the God of this world hath 


blinded your eyes. If you have undergone this 
work on your foul, you muſt be ex perimentally 5 


ſenlible ot it. It is the work of God ; ; and you 
So Cannot : 


1 x7 3 
cannot but ſee it, if he has wrought it in your- 
| ſelf. Say now, how is it? Have you, or not, 
found this workmanſhip of God on your ſoul? Do _ 
you ſee the effects of it in your life and conver- 
ſation? I have not time to go over with you each 

particular of the new creature” s character. I am 
ſenſible, if you are the converted Chriſtian, 1 
muſt know it. ſuthciently from what has been | 

2 obſerved. If you are not, your heart and con- 

th. ſcience are now informing you of it. Ton max 

be helped forward in this caſe in attending to 
what remains to be ſaid by way of concluſion; _ 
which was, to addreſs myſelf to you, according : 

to your different profeſſions of Chriſtianity. 8 

Det me firft peak to the profane, careleſs 

. inner, who yet profeſſes Chriſtianity, . 

O thou meh ſoul; how ſhall I deſcribs 1 
thy unhappineſs | Thou art miſerable ; but with _ 
what words can I paint thy miſery ! Thou maſt -- ---- 
acknowledge, thou art not in Chriſt: Then 
chou art all chat the Apoſtle means, when he 
FF deſcribes thee to be without Chriſt: An alien 
| from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and a frranger 5 
From the covenants of promiſe, having no bope, © 
and without God in the world. This is your 
. ſeripture· character. Epbeſ. ii. 12. You was created 
in God's image, but you loſt it in Paradiſe: And 
1 there has been no new creation in your ſoul, 
whereby you might recover that divine Image 
therefore you are dead; dead ſpiritually ; and-: ©: 
vill die eternally, if you die uncreated | in Chriſt, = ol 
if you are not a new creature. Inſenſible of 
your danger, you ſtill lire in rebellion againſt 


the f 
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the God of Heaven ; and thus prove your carnal 
mind to be enmity againſt him. Your mind is 
not ſubject to the Law of God; and therefore 
you live, without controul, againſt God, and for 
Wh: devil. Lou are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins 'Þ 
and you go on daily to increaſe their number, : 
and thereby bring upon your loſt ſoul, a ſeven⸗ 
fold weightier ruin and deſtruction. Vet you 
Vill profeſs Chriſtianity, You believe in Chriſt, 
you fay; fo did the devils: But they believed 5 
him to be their tormenting Judge, not their Sa- 
viour; wherefore you can only cry out with 
them, © What have we to do with thee, Jeſus, 
thou Son of God ? Art thou come hither: to tor- 
ment us before our time? I adjure thee by God, 
that thou torment me not. Thus you may be- | 
lieve in Chriſt, and tremble at your faith, You 
are not in Chriſt a new creature, You are 
Chhriſtleſs; and therefore under the power of ſin, 
and a flave to the author of it. He that com- 
mitteth fin is the ſervant of fin : And be that 
— eemmtteth fin, is of the devil: For his ſervants + 
are to whom ye obey. This is your dangerous 
and miſerable ſtate, you unconverted, careleſs 
ſinner. Shall 1 leave you in it? God forbid; 
May God reuze you, and awaken you from 
| this fatal ſleep. Awake thou that Nee peſt, and 
ariſe from the dead; and Chriſt ſhall give thee 
light. Turn to 'hriſt, and his blood will cleanſe 
you from all fin, There is a fountain for fin 
and uncleanneſs opened in his precious fide ; 
therefore waſh and be clean. Pray to the Lord, 
Fe It rn thou me, and 1 thall be turned,” God 
would 
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would have you Es ſtrive to turn to him, 
and he will aſſiſt you, and help you forward. 9 
He will, in his due time, if you will ſeek his 
- face, create you a new creature in Chriſt, _ 


1 muſt ſpeak a word to the formal Profeſſor | 


TY of Chriſtianity ; the nominal C hriſtian, but net 
; he new creature, _ . 

Why will you deceive yourſelf with the flew £4.54 oY 

only of Chriſtianity, and have not the thing BY 
ſelf? You have but the form of Godlineſs ; the 


ne creature has the power of it: The power 


you deny; ; and therefore are not the new crea- 


ture. You have the Name of a Chriſtian : But 
like the Church in Sardis, Thou haſt a name that 
| thou liveſt, and art dead. Rev. ili. 1. There is 
none of the ſpiritual life of a Chriſtian in your :.---; 
ſoul: It is dead: Like the perſon our Apoſtle 
| ſpeaks of; who, by living in pleaſure, is dead 
_ while ſhe Aer. 1 Tim. v. 6. Your religion is 
| confined to times, and places, and forms ; and 
Conſiſts in its utmoſt extent, merely in a 88 
dom from groſs fins, You are a ſtranger to the 
Spirit of Religion; and in common life, are 


but like thoſe who have not ſo much as the 


form. You call yourſelf a Chriſtian: But how 
can you be a Chriſtian, if you are not in Chriſt, 5 
a new creature? And this new creation in the 
heart and life, you are as much a ſtranger to, as 
to a new creation in body. You. may have been 
_ baptized; but not, as St. Paul ſays, into Chriſt, 
neither have you put on Cbriſi. Gal. iii. 7. 
Without the true circumciſion of the ſpirit and 


heart, and the . of t the 2 Ghoſt, you 


are 


1 


are no Chriſtian. Nothing ſhort of being the 


new creature will avail any thing. Our Apoſtle 


has thus determined the Sram In Chrift "Feſus f 
neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor un- 
circumciſion, but a new creature, Gal. vi. 1 5. 
Ik̃)hbe character of the new creature will not an» 
ſwer your's: You cannot tell what old things 
ie Pat La from you, and what things are 
become new. The ſame temper of mind, the 
lame ſpirit in life and converſation ſtill remains 
in you. And if ſo, how can you be a Chriſtian; 
for he is a new creature. The Spirit of Chriſt 
would have made you his : But the Spirit you 
1 _ not ; and his operations you are a ſtranger 
7 Then you can be no Chriſtian. F any 
1 have not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of 
bis. Rom. viii, 9. Do not err, my beloved bre- 
thren: Reſt not ſatisfied in the name and ap- 
 pearance only of a Chriſtian ; but ſeek after the 
Thing itſelf, In reality you differ not from the 
careleſs ſinner; and his mercy you have heard 
deſcribed ; wherefore put yourſelf upon a level 
with the publican, and ſmite upon your breaſt, 
and ſay, God be merciful to me a finner.” _ 
This humiliation will be the way of your being 
exalted in Chriſt; and of your being created | in 


him a new creature. 


laſtly: A word to the new creature, 


What A. happy ſoul art thou, who art in 5 
Chriſt the new creature | You are a Chriſtian 


: indeed, All the bleſſed privileges of the Goſpel 
belong to you, Alt 15 are jour . Te are 
. 5 


"To ] 


| Chriſt's; and Chrift i is God's. Your fellowſhip is now 
i the 'Pather and the Son. In the communion of 


ſaints, you have fellowſhip one with another, There 


is therefore now no condemnation to you that are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, You are in him, and he in you, one 
with Chriſt, and Chriſt with you. See that you 
no more and more walk not after the fleſh, but 
after the Spirit. The Spirit of God dwells in you; ] 
therefore mind the things of the Spirit. You are in 
Chriſt a new creature: Be increaſingly diligent 
that you walk in newneſs of life. By this new 


creation you have put off the old man, and have 


Put on the new man. Remember the- deſcrip- —— 
tion the Apoſtle gives of true Chriſtians; when 85 
ſpeaking of himſelf and them, who had expe- 
tienced the ſaving work of God i in their Souls, 
he ſays: We are his workmanſhip, created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordamed that we ſhould walk in them. 
_ Ephel. ii. 10. The end and deſign, you ſee, 
ol having this work of God wrought in you, is 
that you may be enabled to practice all good 
works, See therefore that you abound in the 
Works of the Lord, You are now a peculiar 
people of God, purified, and to be zealous of 


good works. "You love God, becauſe he firſt 


loved you: Let this love conſtrain you, in every 
inſtance, to live to him, who died and gave |} 
himſelf for you. As you are in Chriſt, ſo Chriſt 
s in you, the hope of glory. As you have there- 
fore received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo walk you 
In him ; rooted and built up in him, and ſta- 

5 bliſhed 1 in the faith, as you have been taught, 
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abounding therein with thankſgiving. Remem- 
ber, once more ; you are now in Chriſt: Who 


ſays, He that abideth in me, and J in him, tbe 
Jame bringeth forth much fruit. On the other 
hand, If a man abide not in me, be i 7s caſt forth as 
a branch, and is withered : And men gather them, 
and they are burned, John xv. 5. 6. See that 
being led away with the error of the wicked, 
you do not fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs. I pray 
therefore, that your love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge, and in all judgment; 
that ye may approve things. that are excellent ; 
that ye may be fincere and without offence till 
the day of Chriſt, being filled with the fruits of 
_ righteouſneſs, which are by: your Chriſt, unto 
| the praiſe and glory of God. 


A 


Lmighty God, who ſheweſt to hi that be 
in error, the light of thy truth, to the in- 
tent that they may return into the way of righte- 

ouſneſs ; and, who haſt given us thy only- be- 

gotten Son, to take our nature upon him, and to 
be born of a pure virgin; grant unto all them 
that are admitted into the fellowſhip of Chriſt's 

Religion, that they may eſchew thoſe things 
5 that are contrary to their profeſſion, and follow 


all ſuch things as are agreeable to the ſame : 
And do thou, Lord of all power and might, 


who art the author and giver of all good things, 05 
8 graft | in our hearts, the love of thy name, increaſe | 
in us true Religion, nouriſh us with all goodneſs, 
and of thy great mercy keep us in the ſame; 
that we being regenerate, and made thy chil- 


dren 


1 
5 
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dren by adoption and grace, may daily be re- 
. newed by thy holy Spirit, through the ſame our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who liveth and reigneth with 
' thee, and the ſame Spirit, ever one e God, world : 
without end. Amen. 5 
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